
PHAK – Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge 
AFH- Airplane Flying Handbook 
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Private Pilot Study Guide/Training Structure 

Pre-Solo: 

• Principles of Flight – PHAK Chapter 4 
• Aerodynamics – PHAK Chapter 5 
• Flight Controls – PHAK Chapter 6 
• Flight Instruments – PHAK Chapter 8 
• Airport operations, signs, and markings. – PHAK Chapter 14 
• Aircraft Systems – PHAK Chapter 7 
• Weight and Balance – PHAK Chapter 10 
• Aircraft Performance – PHAK Chapter 11 
• Airspace – PHAK Chapter 15 
• Maneuvers: Slow flight, approach to landing stall (power off stall), departure stall (power on stall), emergency 

approach and landing (simulated) at altitude, ground reference maneuvers – AFH Chapters 4, 6, 17 

Regulatory Requirements: 

 

  

https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/
mailto:tkinogpilot@gmail.com
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/06_phak_ch4.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/07_phak_ch5.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/08_phak_ch6.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/10_phak_ch8.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/16_phak_ch14.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/09_phak_ch7.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/12_phak_ch10.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/13_phak_ch11.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/17_phak_ch15.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/media/06_afh_ch4.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/media/08_afh_ch6.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/media/19_afh_ch17.pdf
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Cross-Country and Night:  

• Navigation – PHAK Chapter 16 
• Weather Theory and Weather Services – PHAK Chapter 12, 13 
• Night Operations – AFH Chapter 10 
• Aeronautical Decision-Making – PHAK Chapter 2 
• Maneuvers – Maximum performance takeoff (short field takeoff), Soft field takeoff – AFK Chapters 5, 8 

 

Regulatory Requirements: 

 

  

mailto:tkinogpilot@gmail.com
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/18_phak_ch16.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/14_phak_ch12.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/15_phak_ch13.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/media/12_afh_ch10.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/04_phak_ch2.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/media/07_afh_ch5.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/media/10_afh_ch8.pdf
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Checkride Prep: 

• Aeromedical factors – PHAK Chapter 17 
• Flight Manuals – PHAK Chapter 9 
• Maneuvers: steep turns, reviewing all maneuvers and refining them for checkride tolerances. – AFH chapter 9 
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https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/19_phak_ch17.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/11_phak_ch9.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/media/11_afh_ch9.pdf

